
apartment 
in a reconstructed 

bunkerHamburg 2011Hamburg 2011

www.AleksandrBaev.ruwww.AleksandrBaev.ru



Designer
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“To turn a dull military construction into a 
live and what is more important functional 
living space is a task I had to deal with in 
this project”.



Bunker in the Tonistrasse

• Object - a bunker from the times of WWII 
• Location – the suburbs of Hamburg, Germany
• The aim is to create in a two-storey apartment of 250 m2 the most comfortable 
living space for a family of three people fully equipped and with a wide range of 
functions.



Historical note
The bunker in the Tonistrasse is a 4-storey 
house built during the WW II. After the War it 
was used as a warehouse. 

The reconstruction was held by german ex-
perts from the Architecture Bureau “Andreas 
Thomsen Architekten”.

The next stage was to work out interi-
ors and design to fulill the project of an 
apartment. Alexander Baev was respon-
sible for that task.

The rooms layout and design of interiors
The main concept is the contrast between the interior and the brutal exterior of the 
building and its original function. It was necessary to create the feeling of a gravity-
free space and to include bright and vividly shaped components of the interior.

The bunker was built in the shape of a 5-storey cube. Each storey used to consist of 
four parallel tunnels connected by passages. The chief layout task was to change the 
geometry of the space so that nothing would remind of the previous tunnel construc-



tion. Each passage between the walls was used either for doors or for built-in furni-
ture. The space turned into a small labyrinth and it’s arranged sometimes  vertically 
and sometimes horizontally. 

A two-level lounge used as a place for a cinema, a disco and a drawing room be-
came the center of the labyrinth Furniture pieces are designed in a club style. Win-
dows of the lounge play a special role for they are a basis of the weightless and light 
interior concept. They have fl oor-to-ceiling  glazing and open a beautiful view over 
Jacobi park. 





The lounge is connected with a dining-room and a kitchen and a library on the sec-
ond fl oor. The second fl oor of the apartment is a private space. A study, a wardrobe 
and a bedroom are located here. 

The bedroom is in the very end of the labyrinth. It’s connected with the central 
lounge by two passages which helps get rid of the feeling of a closed concrete 
room. The passages have colored glazing and thus are additional sources of 
daylight. It is through them that the morning light comes through when the cur-
tains are closed. 

The role of the curtain in the bedroom plays a panel made in hot batique technique 
and in the bright day light it creates the effect of a stained-glass window. There is 
minimum furniture in the bedroom. The  color scheme is based on contrasts. The 
artifi cial light is programmable.



Resume
The work on the project has re-
quired much effort. It was necessary 
to think over all the details, to make 
the interior most functional and fully 
equipped.

It’s diffi cult to describe the style of the 
interior of the apartment in general for 
there were used both constructivist and 
pop art approaches.

It took fi ve years to fi nish the project 
but everybody’s desire to accomplish 
the conceived plan resulted in the pre-
sent object.


